Collection of Helpful Leaning Tips

Grades 1 - 5
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                                                           Study Tips   

Memory Research 

· Repetition is extremely important to memory.

· “Chunking” information is important because the mind can commit to memory only small items.

· The mind remembers best with memory tricks using repetitive patterns.

· Songs, rhymes, and mottos are hooks for the memory to hang its hat on.
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Reading Tips

Choosing a Book

· Use the Five Finger Rule when choosing a book to read.  Open to a page and read.  Count the number of words you miss.  
0-1 is easy                2-3 is just right                 4-5 may be difficult

· Five Finger Test  (Use when choosing an informational text for projects)

1) Thumbs Up! (1 unknown word) 

 This book will probably be easy to use.

2) Two Fingers make an “L” to signify learning. (2 unknown words) 

This book is a good resource.

3) Three Fingers. (3 unknown words) 

You might need to ask for help or find a reading partner.

4) Four Fingers. (4 unknown words) 

Warning! This book may be too much of a struggle to help you with your project.

5) Five Fingers. (5 unknown words) 

You may want to read this book later after you have learned more about the subject.

Oral Reading Prompts

Some parents and teachers learned only two ways to help students with an unknown word.  They either told children the unknown word or instructed them to “sound it out.”  By changing our prompts, we change what we are asking the children to do.  Good readers use three cuing systems while reading: syntactic (structure), graphophonic (visual), semantic (meaning).  
 Always remember to offer “wait time” for the reader to discover unknown words.

· For One to One Matching
“Read it with your finger.”  

“Did it match?” 

“Were there enough words?”

· For Visual Cues

“Get your mouth ready with the first sound.” or “Say the first three sounds.”

 “Does it look right?”  

“What does it start with?”

“Break the word into parts.” 

 “Do you see any chunks in the word to help you?” ar, or, at…

· For Meaning Cues

“Does that make sense?” 

 “Read past the word and then try to figure it out.”

“What are the tricky parts?” 

 “Look at the picture for clues.”

 “Remember what is happening.”

· For Structure Cues

“Did that sound right?”

 “Try to reread the sentence.” 

 “Can you say it another way?”  

· For Fluency 

“Read like you are talking.”

“Read it with your eyes.”

“Read it faster and smoother.”

“Read the punctuation.”

“Read it as if you were in this situation.”

· For Self Correction 

“I like the way you found out what was wrong.”

“You made a mistake.  Can you find it?”

“Check it! Were you right?”

“Does it look right?  Does it sound right? How do you know?”

“What’s wrong with this? (reread the text)

Reading Strategies

· Cause and Effect -To understand  cause and effect, think of these words in ABC order. The cause comes before the effect.  

· Main Idea-Use your fingers to tell the main idea of a story.  Each finger on your hand represents a question word.  Who?  What?  When?  Where?   Why?

Variation:  Who? What?  When? Where? How?

Reading Comprehension Prompts 

· Making Connections (use background knowledge) 
“When you read the text, does it remind you of anything you know about, experiences you have had, other books, or world events?”
· Questioning (ask yourself questions) 

“What did you wonder about while you read?”
        “What questions did you have?”   “Were you able to find the answers?”

· Visualizing (make pictures in your mind)

 “When you are reading, what pictures (or movies) are in your mind?” 
· Inferring (read between the lines)
 “Can you predict what is about to happen?”  “What are the clues?”

  “Even though the author did not say this, it is likely that …..”

· Summarizing/Synthesizing (retell the story) 

“If you were to tell another person about the story and you could use only a few sentences, what would you say?”
· Evaluate/Apply (form an opinion/take action)

  “What did you learn?”  “Did you like the story?”
“Will you tell someone about the story?” “Does reading this story inspire you to do something?” 
Partner Reading Options

· Take Turns (Partners takes turns reading pages or paragraphs.  Follow along at all times.)
· Ask Questions (Both partners read each page silently or chorally.  Then they ask each other a “good question” about the text.)
· Say Something (One partner reads a page and the other one “says something” about the text.  This could be a prediction, connection, summary, etc.)
· Echo Read (Echo reading is usually done one line at a time.  One partner reads the line and the other partner repeats the line.)
· Choral Whisper (Partners read together at the same time using whispers so others are not disturbed.)
· Everyone Read To… (This is an effective rereading activity.  Partners take turns asking the other to locate information.)
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Phonics

· To recognize vowels AEIOU  - An Elephant In Odd Underwear

· One vowel followed by a consonant – The vowel is too “short and shy” to say his own name.   (examples:  cat, fun, bed)

· Two vowels in a word -“When two vowels go walking, the first vowel does the talking.”   (examples:  meat, rain, coat)

· Silent  e – “Sneaky e bops the first vowel on the head and tells him to speak up.”   (examples:  rake, like, plane)

· One vowel at the end of a word of syllable –When a vowel stands alone, he is “long and strong and says his name.”  (examples:  me, be, decide)
· Using  C or K -          C takes the vowels a, o, u             K takes the vowels e, i
(examples:  cat, cot, cut, kettle, kit)
· Remember i before e except after c, and not when sounding like (long) “a” as in  neighbor and weigh.

·  Words can be marked according to their patterns   (V = vowel  C = consonant  A / slash indicates syllable breaks.)     example:  VC/CV  

· Two sounds of oo  1) /oo/ as in the sound you would make when you see the moon. (ooh!)   2)  /oo/ as in the sound you would make if someone kicked you in the stomach with his foot.
· The 4-H Club has four members:

SH – always wants others to be quiet.  (sh!)

TH – always sticking his tongue out.

CH – always has a cold and is sneezing.  (a-choo!)

WH – always blowing out candles.


· If  a word has one vowel, followed by a consonant (called “One and One”), you must double the consonant before adding the ed and ing.  (run  - running)

· For b/d confusion – picture the word bed as a real bed (see the bed posts)
Variation:  make two fists with thumbs up. Start to say the word bed while looking at your left fist (shaped like a b) and finish saying the word bed while looking at your right fist (shaped like a d).

Variation:  a small b fits inside a capital B.

Word Study

· Would, should, could are called the “Ould” Brothers.

· Synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms are called the “Nym” Brothers.
· Synonyms are words that mean the same thing. Each words starts with an “s”.

· How will you fix a base word?  You might add a prefix to the front or a suffix to the back.
Word Recall Strategies

· State initial sound of the word.

· State a synonym for the target word.

· State an antonym for the target word.

· Use a cloze format.  Open the _____. 
· Gesture or demonstrate the target word. 

· State to function of the target word.

· State the category of the target word

· Describe or state several characteristics of the word.

· State the definition of the word. 

